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misdemeanour was sometimes to be seen " stamping indig-
nantly to and fro . . . and not only shaking and clawing
with her long arms in the direction of the scolder, but also
seizing handfuls of grass and herbs, and tearing at them
till the bits were strewn round her. If she had her blanket
with her, she dashed it furiously on the ground, but always
these gesticulations, both physically and psychically, were
partially directed towards the enemy, as were also the
manipulations of the grass and herbs ".1
An amusing type of " symbolic " action, like that of the
squirrel on the deal table, occurred in connection with nest-
building—an .activity which the apes seemed to perform
instinctively, without learning and often without any real
need. " Whatever the circumstances, the first thing is never
to make even a scanty support for the body to squat on,
but to create a ring round the animal, and if there is not
enough material, then the ring is the only thing that is
made. The chimpanzee then sits contentedly in his meagre
circle, without touching it at all, and if one did not know
that this was a rudimentary nest one might think that the
animal was forming a geometrical pattern for its own sake." 2
Again, " At the first drops of a cold shower of rain we may
see the animal look upwards and, at once seize some bits of
grass, leaves, etc., lay them on the back of his neck and pat
them firmly down with his hands, as though to stick them
fast. They afford, of course, no real protection at all, but,
as in many other situations, the ape does something orientated
in the direction of his needs . . . so that the action is more
of an emotional expression." 8
But the best anticipation of sympathetic magic was shown
on one occasion by the rather stupid ape Rana. The fruit
which was her objective had been placed inside a large
travelling cage, " enclosed on one side by bars (and otherwise
by wooden walls) so that it was possible to see that it was
resting with the door side on the ground. . . . After some
incredibly clumsy attempts to scrape the fruit towards her
with a stick, Rana made quite unmistakable efforts to tip
1 Ib., p. 87.	2 Ib., p. 91.	3 Ib., p. 316.

